CHURCH STATISTICS

February Averages “And the Lord added to their number...” (Acts 2:47) w
Pledges:

Baptisms: Breanna Sorenson (2/4), Adam Ghebrekal (2/18)
Eniola Philips (2/18), Charlotte Roberts-Wherry (2/18), Sandra Vella
(2/18), Gloria (“Gege”) A-kazad (2/18), Chase Bartholomew (2/28)

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Contribution:
Benevolence:
Attendance:

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK?

FUTURE EVENTS

Marriage Dynamics Class m Daylight Savings
3 Online/Zoom @ 8:00 PM 10 (Spring Forward) MART7 St. Patricks Day
m MAR 17 Regional Worship Services
Women's Midweek Regional Worship Service MAR 20 Women’s Midweek
York University @ 7:30 PM 10 Various Locations/Times MAR22  Gampus Devotional
MAR 22 Singles Devotional
Regional Worship Services

Campus Devotional m Men’s Midweek mg S‘; Men's Midweek
York University @ 7:30 PM 13 York University @ 7:30 PM MAR29  Good Friday
MAR 29 Campus Devotional

m Singles Devotional Campus Devotional VAR 29 Married's/Mature Singles

teJll Location TBD @ 7:30 PM York University @ 7:30 PM Devotional
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BIBLE TALKS | CONTACT INFO

CENTRAL REGION: Evan & Kelly Bartholomew (905) 639-4809 / (905) 699-4806

Mature Singles/Marrieds (0ASIS): Ghislain Normand & Elizabeth Wademan (365) 724-2114 / (647) 860-3113
Single Professionals (Living Waters): Rich Chan & Maya James-Kumaresan (647) 562-8333 / (647) 451-2911
Toronto Metropolitan University (Thrive): Dylan Hoerner & Zonya Charles [416) 894-3601 / (437) 450-1922
George Brown College (Limitless): Nero Cabatuando & Glennda Aimendo (416) 318-6421/ (647) 514-4677

YORK REGION: Kirk & Margie Hamula (647) 806-2576 / (647) 906-9481

Mature Singles/Marrieds (One In The Spirit): Tony & Vita Ventura (416) 904-0958 / (416) 904-0959
Single Professionals (Northern Lights): Kirk Hamula & Da-Shara Quant (647) 806-2576 / (647) 648-6125
York University (Triumph): William Koroluk & Patrina Gosine (403) 669-2250 / (647) 395-1124
York University (Risen): William Koroluk & Adreanna Garcia-Panton (403) 669-2250 / (437) 684-7070

PEEL REGION: Isaiah Famurewa & Valentina Lobo (647) 785-3969 / (647) 52/-1431

Humber College (Catalyst): Isaiah Famurewa & Valentina Lobo (647) 785-9969 / (647) 527-1431
Single Professionals (Saved): Timothy Kalio & Nathalia Beltran-Mondragon (778) 302-0438 / (519) 807-8241

The Toronto International Christian Church is a member of the
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Sold Out Discipling Movement.

HOTTER
BEFORE

SUNDAY BULLETIN
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“He said to the crowd: ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to
rain,’ and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It's going to be hot,” and it is. Hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how
to interpret this present time?’” (Luke 12:54-56)

Chase is baptized at T1-years old and becomes the youngest
disciple ever baptized in the Toronto Church!

\. [905) 699-4809 P2{ TORONTOICC@GMAIL.COM @ TORONTOICC.ORG

On Friday, February Sth, tempera-
tures soared in Toronto to a re-
cord-high of 14.4 degrees Celsius.
While this temperature may not
seem “hot” to someone living near
the equator, it surpassed the previ-
ous record of 10.6 degress Celsius
set in 1938 by almost four degrees
Celsius, making it the warmest
February 9th in Toronto's recorded
history!

Breaking an 86-year old record
may seem like an anomaly, but it
has definitely been the warmest
February | have experienced in my
six-and-a-half years of living in To-




ronto! As a tropical island boy from the middle of
the Pacific Ocean, | warmly welcome the warmer
weather! And I'm sure you do as well!

But enough about the weather! Jesus likened inter-
preting the signs of the times to predicting weath-
er patterns. Just as meteorologists analyze and
measure various factors to forecast the weather,
He expected people to recognize the signs of His
ministry, and to identify Him as the Messiah! Actu-
ally, you did not need to be an expert, like a mete-
orologist, to interpret the signs of Jesus” ministry.
Even alayman could see what was happening; and
some did. Although, many others failed to do so.
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(I-r] Charlotte, Gege, and Adam are baptized in the
Central Region!

To Jesus, the fact that God was behind everything
He was doing was as clear and obvious as Solo-
mon's wisdom in Ecclesiastes: “If clouds are full
of water, they will pour rain on the earth.” (Ec-
clesiastes 11:3) Those who Jesus was preaching to
needed only to interpret the “weather” correctly.
The truth was evident. The working of God was
evident. Yet, a great many missed the signs. They
failed to recognize what God was doing, and how
He was working through His Son on earth.

Not only has this February marked one of Toron-
to's warmest Februarys ever, but it has also been
an especially hot month for the Church! For start-
ers, we saw seven souls baptized into Christ in the
month of February! Together with the three souls
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Sandra is the final member of the Vella family tb be
baptized! They are now united in Christ!

that were baptized in January, we have now seen
10 baptisms injust eight weeks - mare than weekly
baptisms! Of course, each of these baptisms is an
extraordinary story! And in each story it is obvious
that God's hand was at work!

Also exciting was what happened on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 18th. Although that particular Sunday did not
break any temperature records (high of +12 C and
low of -6% C), we were able to witness five incred-
ible baptisms on a single day! Previously, the most
baptisms we had ever seen in a single day in the
Toronto Church was four. In fact, we had four bap-
tisms in a day on three separate occasions: once
in 2020, and twice in 2023! However, God really
blessed us in “The Year of Blessings” by allowing
us to see Eniola, Gege, Charlotte, Adam, and Sandra
all baptized on the same day - our hottest Sunday
ever!

The Church celebrates as Eniola is resurrected with
Christ in baptism!
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On that same Sunday, the Toronto Church reached
anew milestone. Our membership reached 100 sold
out disciples for the Lord! This is truly a tremen-
dous accomplishment considering that the Church
was made up of just 13 hurting disciples when the
five-member supplemental mission team arrived in
the Summer of 2017! Those who have persevered
from the beginning have proved to be the fertile
soil that Jesus spoke about in His Parable of The
Sower: “...like seed sown on good soil, [they] hear
the word, accept it, and produce a crop... a hun-
dred times what was sown.” (Mark 4.20)

We are now 100 for the Lora!

Kelly and | are so proud of the Church! And we are
beyond grateful for each disciple, young and old,
who have been so incredibly instrumental in build-
ing up God's Kingdom in Canada! Although the work
is far from over, | beligve this stage of where our
Church is at can best be summed up in the words
of the acclaimed Winston Churchill: “Now this is not
the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But
itis, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”

Lastly, and most impactful to me in the month of
February, was the baptism of my oldest son, Chase!
At just T1-years old, Chase decided to study the Bi-
ble to become a disciple! He persevered through
each of the 10 character studies, and then through
nine First Principles Bible studies, over the course
of six months. And he has literally been trans-
formed by God's Word right before our very eyes!
As Jeremiah said, “It is good for a man to hear the
yoke while he is young.” (Lamentations 3:27] Iron-
ically, Jeremiah only understood this truth after he
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chose to follow God despite feeling “too young”.
(Jeremiah 1:6) | could not be more proud of how
Chase has boldly chosen to follow God at such a
young age, and did not make the excuse that he
is too young!

Since both of my sons were born in sunny San
Diego, we have moved to three different cities on
three different mission teams, including Toronto!
So for my wife and |, Chase becoming a disciple is
not only the answer to an 11-year old prayer, but
validation from God that each and every sacrifice
we have made for His Kingdom, despite the chal-
lenges our family has endured as a result of those
sacrifices, are worth it! And should we be faced
with similar choices in the future, we know that we
will wholeheartedly make the same decisions over
and over and over again!

Chase emerges from the extremely cold, but
extremely refreshing waters of baptism!

You don't have be a genius to predict the weath-
er in Toronto. If it is Winter, it is going to be cold;
and if it is cloudy, it is likely going to rain or snow.
Likewise, as obvious as the weather can be, it is
obvious that God has placed His mighty hand upon
the Toronto Church, and is working powerfully in
our city! No, | wouldn't say that the weather here
has been “hot”. But | would say that it is hotter than
ever been before! So toois God's Church! To God be
all the glory!
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