CHURCH STATISTICS

March 19, 2023

Budget: $5,800
Contribution: $5,288
Benevolence: $37
Attendance: 13

B TORONTO

Phase One Goal: $27,000 |
Phase Two Goal: $27.000 | Due April 23

§5,199.73 (19%)

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK?

Women's Midweek

York University @ 7:30 PM FUTURE EVENTS

APR12  Men’s Midweek

. APR14  Campus Devotional

Good Friday APR16  Sunday Worship Service
APR19  Women's Midweek

APR21  Congregational Devotional

Uampus/ Slng.les Devotional APR23  Sunday Worship Service
Various Locations @ /:30 PM APR26  Men's Midweek

APR28  Campus Devotional
Easter Sunday Service APR28  Singles Devotional
Elia Middle School @ 10:00 AM APR23  ICCM Session

BIBLE TALKS / CONTACT INFO

CENTRAL REGION: Evan & Kelly Bartholomew (905) 699-4809 / (905) 699-4806

Mature Singles/Marrieds (0ASIS): Ghislain Normand & Elizabeth Wademan (365) 724-2114 / (647) 860-3113
Single Professionals (Living Water): Rich Chan & Valentina Lobo [647) 562-8333 / (647) 527-1431
Ryerson University (Level Up): Dylan Hoerner & Isabella Raudales-Montes (416) 894-3601/ (438) 334-4871
Ryerson University (Next Gen): Nero Cabatuando & Zonya Charles (416) 318-6421/ (647) 916-3269

YORK REGION: Kirk & Margie Hamula (647) 806-25/6 / (647) 906-9481

Mature Singles/Marrieds (One In The Spirit): Tony & Vita Ventura (416) 904-0958 / (416) 904-0959
Single Professionals: Joshua Groves & Da-Shara Quant (647) 425-9632 / (647) 648-6125
York University (One): Isaiah & Elizabeth Famurewa (647) 785-9969 / (647) 514-2319
York University (Two): William Koroluk & Patrina Gosine (403) 669-2250 / (647) 395-1124

The Toronto International Christian Church is a member of the

Sold Out Discipling Movement.

SUNDAY BULLETIN

“Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest'? | tell you, open your eyes and look
at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a
crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may he glad together.” (John 4:35-36)

In warmer climates, the month of
March signifies the beginning of
Spring. It is where the end of Winter
compromises with the beginning of
Summer, and meets in the middle to
produce some of the most pleasant
weather of the year! In colder cli-
mates, however, like we have here in
Canada, the month of March seems
to be a bullheaded extension of Win- |
ter as it refuses to compromise with
Summer's warmth. This stubborn re-
fusal by Winter to give up its’ season-
al authority over our climate results in March still being one of the coldest months of the year. How
exciting it is then that we have had our hottest month ever in the Toronto Church this past March!

\. [905) 699-4809 P2{ TORONTOICC@GMAIL.COM @ TORONTOICC.ORG

Elia is baptized by the York Region Gampus sisters!




The York sisters are fired up to welcome Ela!

Amazingly, the Toronto Church was able to see TEN
souls baptized into Christ in March! These awesome
souls are Kadisha, Antonisia, Anjola, Cornielle, Adri-
an, Mwaka, Rae-Shawn, Elia, Alexandra, and Elijah!
Previously, our most fruitful month in the history
of the Church was last April, where we saw seven
souls baptized! Soit s incredible to see God working
in such a powerful way to begin this year!

Very interestingly, | was studying out the above pas-
sage and learned something new. Although the New
International Version's translation of John 4:35 says,
“Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four month until
harvest.” Likely, this was not actually a “saying” in
the sense that it was a common expression. First
off, the way the statement is structured in the

Demi and Elia are now sisters in Christ!

Greek does not fit with it being a common expres-

% sion, or even a phrase used by the disciples. Then

secondly, there was usually about a six month pe-
riod between the sowing season and the reaping
season, not a four month period. So the expression,
if it was an expression, would not have made sense.

Rather than “Don’t you have a saying...”, most
scholars would agree that it should read something
like, “You might say, ‘There is still four months left
until harvest.”” In other words, this was not a com-
mon expression or phrase; it was something that
Jesus was saying in relation to the coming harvest
at that time. Since the harvest typically came in the
Jewish month of Nisan (our modern-day April), this
would place the timing of Jesus' statement in De-
cember or January - in the dead of Winter!

P

Alexandra is baptized by the York Single sisters!

From a logistical point of view, it would not have
been reasonable to expect a crop in the Winter
months. But that was the point that Jesus was
making. He said, “Open your eyes and look at the

' fields! They are ripe for harvest.” With the right

perspective, no matter the season, the fields are
always “ripe for harvest.” In good weather or bad
weather, in season or out of season. There is always
apotential for alot of fruit!

The Single sisters are spiritually ready for the battle!

If the harvest is not meant to be seasonal, why does
it sometimes seem that it is? Why are some months
more fruitful than others? Perhaps the following
verse will help us to “open [our] eyes” and gain in-
sight: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who will judge the living and the dead, and in view
of His appearing and His Kingdom, | give you this
charge: Preach the word; he prepared in season
and out of season...” (Il Timothy 4:1-2) This is not
to say that preaching the word is seasonal, but that
the Word of God should be preached regardless of
whether or not it is accepted or not accepted, in
season or out of season. We should always be pre-
pared to preach!

What's the point? The harvest is not seasonal when
the preaching is not seasonall Where there is con-
sistent preaching, there will always be a consistent
harvest! Sadly though, we sometimes don't preach
consistently because we think that the harvest is
seasonal. As the wise King Solomon wrote, “Whoev-
er watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks
at the clouds will not reap... Sow your seed in the
morning, and at evening let your hands not be idle,
for you do not know which will succeed, whether
this or that, or whether hoth will do equally well.”
(Ecclesiastes 11:4, 6)

With more preachers, and more preaching, there
will always be more fruit! This is true in the Winter
inasmuch as it is true in the Summer; this is true
during the school semester inasmuch as it is true
during the break: this is true for the Married's and
Singles inasmuch as it is true for the Campus Min-
istry; and it is true in March 2023 inasmuch as it
is true in April 2022! It is always true! So we must
always preach!

Eljiah is baptized by the TMU Campus brothers!

It is so awesome to be a part of a Church that truly
believes that the fields are always ripe for harvest!
This belief is evidenced through the consistent
sharing with non-Christians, large numbers of vis-
itors being brought to Church, Tik Tok videos being
made and posted, Bible Talk attendances growing,
and ultimately, the ten baptisms in the month of
March - now the hottest cold month of the year!
Let's keep up the great work! Let's continue to be-
lieve the fields are “ripe for harvest!” Let's preach
in season and out of season so that we can get a
harvest in season and out of season! And to God be
all the glory!
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Evan Bartholomew

TO LIVE IS CHRIST TO DIE IS GAIN



