CHURCH STATISTICS

May 14, 2023
Budget: $5,800 Phase One Goal: $27,000 |

Phase Two Goal: $27.000 |

Contribution: $4,698
Phase Three Goal: $54,000 | Due May 28th

Benevolence: $54
Attendance: 104 $28,965 (54%)

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK?

MAY Men's Midweek
Location TBD @ 7:30 PM UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY28  Special Missions Sunday (20X)
Campus Devotional MAY31  Women's Midweek
Location TBD @ 7:30 PM JUN2 Campus Devotional

JUN2 Singles Devotional

. . . JUN4 Sunday Park Service
Married’s/Mature Singles Devotional JUNT uneay v

. Men’s Midweek
Location TB0 @ 7:30 PM JUNS  Campus Devotional
JUN9 International Day of Fasting
ICCM Session JUN10  MERCY Worldwide 14th Annual

International Day of Mercy

Bartholomew House @ 9:00 AM

BIBLE TALKS / CONTACT INFO

CENTRAL REGION: Evan & Kelly Bartholomew (905) 699-4809 / (905) 699-4806

Mature Singles/Marrieds (0ASIS): Ghislain Normand & Elizabeth Wademan (365) 724-2114 / (647) 860-3113
Single Professionals (Living Water): Rich Chan & Valentina Lobo [647) 562-8333 / (647) 527-1431
Ryerson University (Level Up): Dylan Hoerner & Isabella Raudales-Montes (416) 894-3601/ (438) 334-4871
George Brown College (Limitless): Nero Cabatuando & Glennda Aimendo (416) 318-6421/ (647) 514-4677

YORK REGION: Kirk & Margie Hamula (647) 806-25/6 / (647) 906-9481

Mature Singles/Marrieds (One In The Spirit): Tony & Vita Ventura (416) 904-0958 / (416) 904-0959
Single Professionals (Northern Lights): Joshua Groves & Da-Shara Quant (647) 425-9632 / (647) 648-6125
York University (Un): Isaiah & Elizabeth Famurewa (647) 785-9969 / (647) 514-2319
York University (Deux): William Koroluk & Patrina Gosine (403) 663-2250 / (647) 395-1124

The Toronto International Christian Church is a member of the

Sold Out Discipling Movement.
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“For the word of God is alive
and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it pen-
etrates even to dividing soul
and spirit, joints and mar-
row; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.
Nothing in all creation is
hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and
laid bare hefore the eyes of
Him to whom we must give
account.” (Hebrews 4:12-13)

E

It is no surprise that in a digital age people rely more and more on digital products to help them
navigate through the daily demands of life. Banking, socializing, collecting and storing memories,
shopping, and more, are now done in an ever-increasing degree on a person's phone. It is no shack,
therefore, that this would also be true for disciples. Our modern-day phones can be powerful tools.
With a processing power of over 5,000 times faster than the super computers of the 1980's, our
phaones can be used for so many useful and spiritual purposes. However, one thing your phone should
not often be used for is your Bible.
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The Bible compares itself to a first-century Ro-
man double-edged sword, which was primarily
used for piercing through thick armour and into
the vital organs of one’s enemies. This is a fair
comparison, since the Bible is meant to cut deep,
and to reach the heart. It is also double-edged,
meaning it hurts but it is good - much like the
effect of a surgeon using his scalpel to pene-
trate through a person’s tissue for a life saving
surgery. That surgery would obviously hurt, but
we would perceive it as a good thing.
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Kingdom Kids share a special poem for Mother's Day!

If the Bible compared itself to a double-edged
sword in the first-century, to what could we
compare a digital Bible on a person’s cell phone
in this generation? Perhaps a fair comparison
would be a Swiss Army Knife. Full of helpful
gadgets, a Swiss Army Knife is the perfect tool
in some situations. For example, it is useful
for camping because our access to things like
can-openers, tweezers, files, screw-drivers,
etc... may be limited. However, we would never
run into a sword fight with a Swiss Army Knife!
Likewise, the following are ten other reasons not
to use your phone for your Bible unless you have
no other options.

1) Bible apps do not help with Bible memori-
zation. Since most Bible apps have a list of the

books of the Bible, as well as a handy search
tool, there is no need to memorize the order of
the books of the Bible, or where scriptures are
at in the Bible. This can (and does) enable us to
get away without memorization. Jesus” memori-
zation of scripture is what helped Him fend off
Satan's attacks in the desert. (Luke 4:1-13] So to
not memorize scripture as a disciple is a signif-
icant problem. Also, God commands us to write
His commandments on our hearts. (Deuterono-
my 6:6) We must not allow our phones to make
us lazy in memorizing scripture, and the location
of scripture or books of the Bible.

2] Physical Bibles don't require good reception.
Imagine sitting down to do a Bible study with a
non-Christian. They are excited to open up the
Bible and learn about God for the first time, and
you are excited to teach them. You make small
talk for a while, and then open up your Bible
study with a prayer. Then you proceed to pull out
your cell phone, and open up the Bible app, only
to see a blue circle spinning on your screen over
and over again. Enough said.

3) Your physical Bible does not interrupt your
reading with notifications. Whether your phone
is set to silent or not, our phones are designed to
capture your attention. Text messages, emails,
social media likes or comments, and so many
other things, can unapologetically disrupt any
attention your attempting to give to your Bible.

4) No one knows whether you are reading your
Bible or looking at Facebook. Since our “[watch-
ing our] life and doctrine closely” is such a nec-
essary part of winning souls, (I Timothy 4:16) it is
important that others see us reading our Bible,
and following along in sermons. But if you are
using the Bible app on your phone, who can tell
what you are doing? We must make sure that our
faceis in “the good book" and not on Facebook!
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Margie is welcomed back to Sunday Service after
giving birth to her third-child!

5] Your physical Bible doesn't run out of battery.
There is no need to plug in your Bible. As it says,
“Faith comes from hearing the message.” (Ro-
mans 10:17) So we can be sure that it is already
fully charged! The same cannot be said about
your cell phone, though. As its power dwindles
- 20-percent, 10-percent, low-power mode - so
does your ability to gain faith from it. So stop
plugging in your phone, and start plugging into
your physical Bible!

6) Your Bible actually shares its faith. Have you
ever been reading your Bible at a coffee shop,
and then someone comes up to you and says
something like, “Wow, you're reading the Bible!
That's cool. I've been wanting to get back into
the Bible." It is not necessarily super common,
but it has been known to happen. Unfortunately,
reading the Bible on your phone does not get the
same response because no one can see what
you are reading.

/) Doing a Bible study from memory impresses
people. One of the ways we can earn credibility
as we attempt to win souls for Christ is to really
know the Bible. | for one would not want to learn
all about dieting and nutrition from someone
who is overweight. Similarly, we cannot expect
that people would want to learn the Bible from

TO LIVE IS CHRIST TO DIE IS GAIN

us if we do not appear to know it very well. When
we use our phones to teach, we lose the ahility to
impress people by what we know. This is not for
the sake of impressing them, but for the sake of
winning them for Christ.

8] Switching back and forth from Zoom to your
Bible app can disrupt a virtual Bible study. Ever
since the pandemic in 2020, more and more dis-
ciples have relied on Zoom to do Bible studies.
This can be a very helpful tool, especially in a city
where it is often hard to get from one place to
another in a reasonable amount of time. Howev-
er, when someone is using Zoom on their phone
as well as a digital Bible, the video feed cuts off
when they switch between the apps. This can
have a negative effect on a Bible study whereas
using a physical Bible does not.

9] A physical Bible can be given as a gift. One of
my all-time favourite Bibles was the 1983 NIV
Cambridge Bible | was given when | was appoint-
ed as an evangelist in 2014. | eventually passed
this Bible on to one of my sons-in-the-faith,
Isaiah Famurewa! Isaiah still has (and uses) this
particular Bible, and I'm sure he will pass it along
one day as well!

10 Your Evangelist would be very encouraged if
everyone could use their physical Bibles instead
of their phones! (Hebrews 13:17)

Perhaps I'm just old-school? Maybe at some
point it will become more advantageous to use a
digital Bible in an ever increasing digital age? But
until that time comes, let's bring into the fight a
true double-edged sword, and not a dinky Swiss
Army Knife! To God be the glory!
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Evan Bartholomew



